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aoe Improved - Robbins 


Potags Planter a 


HE PHOTOGRAPHS shown on the front cover give our readers a better 
idea of the comparative saving over hand-planting by using the Improved- 
Robbins Potato Planter, than possibly ‘any figures or description we could 
give. Even with the force shown—four men, two boys and three horses 
—when night comes they will be far behind the planter—some two or 
three acres. Were it possible for us to also show in the picture the much 

better work done by the Planter over hand-planting, it would still more forcibly impress 
the mind. Some of the many, advantages are the more uniform dropping of the seed and 
depth of planting; greater regularity in covering, insuring protection from frost; the 
straighter rows made, thus reducing the work of cultivation to a minimum, and the eweid:. 
ance of the exposure of the seed to the hot sun and soil. 


ee 


A WORD TO INTENDING BUYERS 
HOW TO GET THE PLANTER + + 


Don’t fail to state in your order the number of the planter desired. 

In order to get the Planter well introduced to the potato growers of the country, 
we want live agents to canvas in sections not too large to handle well ; but where we have 
no such agents we will be glad to seil farmers direct, provided they will send cash with 
order, or refer us to their bank, or some party of standing in the business world. Manu- 
facturers have not as yet any means of being posted regarding the commercial standing of 
farmers at a distance, hence the necessity of above request. 


We Guarantee the Planter to do satisfactory work, if operated in accordance 
with the plain directions which are sent out on every machine, and will replace, free, any 
broken parts that we are satisfied are the result of defective material or workmanship. 


Always, if possible, give us full shipping directions. In any event, we always 
endeavor to secure the best rates and route for our customers. 
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The Improved-Robbins # Potato 


The No. | Planter with Fertilizer Distributor (Plow with Shield, see Fig. 66). . $70.00 
The No. IA Planter with Fertilizer Distributor (Plow with Disc, see Fig. 142). . 70.00 
The No. 2 Planter without Fertilizer Distributor (Plow with Shield, see Fig. 67) 60.00 
The No. 2A Planter without Fertilizer Distributor (Plow with Disc, see Fig. 142) 60.00 
Pea Sower Attachment rans Rice, Sem is eS CeCe en 5.00 
Levoler Attaohmonbeons s+ 22203, > ans Hee. I I at RS -85 


It is needless to speak of the slow, laborious method of potato planting as practiced 
by the large majority of growers ; of the consequent improvident waste of time at the 
opening of the busy season, and the interference caused by the uncertain weather of early 
spring. When the proper season arrives—when the weather is just right and the time 
just fits in with other business—the potato grower should be prepared to do his planting 
promptly and with as little delay as possible. On the other hand, the potato crop is so 
costly—costly in high-priced seed, thorough preparation of soil, frequent cultivation and 
application of insecticides, followed by expensive harvesting of the crop, it behooves the 
grower to ‘‘ make haste slowly.’’ He wants machinery to aid him, but that machinery 
should be of such a character that the quality of work must be unquestioned. 
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Both Quality and Quantity.—It must 
be quality as well as quantity. With the Improved- 
Robbins, however, the farmer has the comfortable 
assurance of attaining both, easily planting with it 
from four to seven acres per day, and such perfec- 
tion of potato planting was never before accom- 
plished. It is simply ideal. 


HOW IT WORKS 


The Plow.—This season, for the first, we 
offer our Improved-Robbins Potato Planter fitted 
either with an Opening Plow preceded by a Shield, 
as heretofore, or one preceded bya Rolling Coulter 
or Straight Disc, as shown in Fig. 142. 


Showing Disc in place of Shield 


In some sections the Shield is preferable, while in others the Disc becomes a 
necessity for the satisfactory operation of the Planter. 


The purpose of the Shield is to divide the soil for the Plow and to prevent injury 
to the machine. In striking a ‘fast’? rock the plow ig gradual, not sudden, thereby 
warning the driver to release the lever, and enable him to pass over the rock. While, in 
ground which is somewhat trashy, the Plow with Shield will prevent clogging, yet in case 
of long vines and very trashy ground, a sharp disc will do better work. The adaptation 
of our Planter to pass through ground without interference, where cow peas or a heavy 
growth of other vegetable matter has been previously plowed under, will be very gratifying 
especially to the potato growers of the South. The Disc has another advantage over the 
Shield, in giving the Plow a better chance to scour; result, a lighter draft. In all cases, 
where a farmer does not have rocks or heavy stones with which to contend, we recommend 
him to purchase the Planter with the Rolling Coulter, which is either our No. 1A or No. 
2A machine, depending upon whether the Planter is wanted with or without the Fertilizer 
Distributor. As shown on opposite page the price is the same. 


The Plow furnished either with the Shield or Disc, throws out on each side a free 
furrow of loose soil with no packing or wedging to crowd the future growth of the crop, 
and has an independent adjustment by which its position can be changed to suit the 
different depth of furrowing in different soils. Immediately following the Plow comes the 
deposit of fertilizer (if used) in a broad stream across the bottom of the furrow. 


A Perfect Fertilizer Distributor.—We wish to speak particularly of the 
Fertilizer Distributor on the Improved-Robbins, as we believe it to be beyond question the 
best method of distributing fertilizer yet adopted. The fertilizer is placed in a round 
hopper of galvanized iron, holding about one hundred pounds, and is fed downward 
through a central opening formed by a straight agitator shaft. This feeding is accom- 
plished by a winged Scraper, which decends by its own gravity as the material is fed away, 
while the fertilizer falling upon a cone in a light, loose condition, is thrown by this cone 
outward on toa revolving disc; which in turn carries it to the gate opening atitsedge. All 
waste of fertilizer when turning at end of rows is avoided by a simple arrangement whereby 
the feeder can instantly close the gate. The capacity of the Distributor is up to a ton per 
acre, and even more, depending, of course, largely upon the condition of the fertilizer, 
The amount sown is quickly and easily regulated by the adjustment of gate or change of 
sprocket wheels. 


Fe 

Dropping Seed.—Then follows the drill tube through which the seed is dropped, 
this tube being provided with a small shoe which opens a narrow groove in the bottom of 
the furrow and into which falls the seed. The small shoe also divides the fertilizer, pre- 
venting it from coming in direct contact with the seed, and mixes it with the soil in passing. 
Then immediately following comes a pair of large steel discs, which cover the seed with 
light, loose soil, all in a nice, moist state, just in the right condition for starting a vigorous 
growth of the potato sprout. 


No Injury to Seed.—The seed is prepared in the usual fashion for hand- 
planting, and placed in a hopper, where it is neither punctured nor injured in any manner 
while being deposited in the furrow below, so one may rest assured the seed, after it is 
planted, is in as good condition as when 
first placed in the machine. In the cutting 
(of the seed), either by hand or with a 
cutter, care should be taken to cut it as 
uniformly as possible. 


Always remember that the more 
uniform the cutting of the seed, the more 
perfect the action of the Planter, the easier 
the work of the feeder, the better and more 
uniform the stand and future growth of 
the plants—Results, a better crop. 


The Seed is surely 
put in.—After the placing 
of the seed in the hopper it 
is then carried by means of 
an elevator wheel, and de- 
posited in the corresponding 
pocket of the revolving feed 
wheel. See Fig. 115. We 
have found it necessary, in 
order to suit the different 
sized cuttings of the seed, to 
furnish three sizes of ele- 
Improved-Robbins without Fertilizer Distributor vator wheels; one for small 


cut seed, P. 129; one for 

medium, P. 107; one for large, P. 126. The awn of which wheel to use for 
the elevation of the different sized cuttings must be left to the judgment of the operator. 
When too much seed is deposited by the elevator wheel, use a smaller pocketed wheel ; 
when not enough, use a larger pocketed wheel. In actual operation from sixty to seventy- 
five per cent. of the seed is found to be correctly fed, leaving for’the feeder only the 
supplementing, and correcting the operation of the machine; taking out the pieces where 
they are doubled, and putting in where missed. This feed wheel carries each successive 
piece of potato over the potato tube and drops it through to the furrow below. This gives 
the aSsurance that the seed is actually deposited—there can be no speculation as to whether 
a row has any seed init; there are no misses; no doubles; no trouble on hillsides, 
Neither can any injury result from contact of seed with fertilizer, as the former is deposited 
below the fertilizer, while the latter is also thoroughly mixed with the soil. Fig. 115 
clearly shows the method by which the seed is elevated and deposited into the revolving 
feed wheel. It is from this wheel as it revolves the boy makes the necessary corrections, 
taking out from its pockets one piece where there are two, and putting one piece in where 
there are none. 

The Covering.—The discs are conveniently adjustable in every way, and cover 
the row with a full, free covering in the most perfect manner possible, and one that is a 
pleasure and a delight to the grower. He knows that his seed is in the center of’ the 
furrow, not on one side, giving chance for ‘‘greened’’ potatoes, and covered with an 
ample covering, giving a good chance for harrowing down, thus getting his ground and 
crop in first-class shape for future cultivation. 

Distance Apart.—The speed of the wheel which drops the potatoes is likewise 
regulated by a simple change of sprocket wheels, those sent out with the Planter dropping 
at distances of about 12, 14, 1514, 17, 18% or 20 inches. 
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Simple and Easy.—The handling of the Planter is exceedingly simple and 
easy, the movement of one lever stopping both potato and fertilizer feed, and at the same 
time raising the entire gang of opening plow, potato tube and covering discs entirely free 
from the ground. Provision is made for the adjustment of the lever to spit the “dead 
furrows’’ or ‘‘ backings’’ there may be in the field. 


Other Work, Cabbage Rows, Etc.—We would also emphasize the worth 
of this machine for use in making up rows for cabbage, etc., doing the marking, furrow- 
ing, sowing the phosphate and hilling so perfectly that it is a pleasure to see the work 
done so well and so economically. 


Peas, Etc.—For this purpose we have an attachment to put on in the place of 
the Feed Wheel and which has given perfect satisfaction, particularly in the planting of 
peas, a large acreage being thus annually sown with the most decided advantages over 
other methods. See Fig. 68. 

As another attachment, we have the Leveler, for leveling and smoothing the rows, 
a capital thing in some soils, particularly for peas. See also Fig. 68. 


Perfect in Principle and Construction.—We claim the Planter to be one 
of the most thoroughly constructed machines offered to the farming public; it is carefully 
made of the very best materials and Pe ee is strong, 
durable and thoroughly practical. 


potato grower, if he plants but a few acres, can afford to 
be without it. If he clings 
to the old methods of hand- 
planting, he is handicapped, 
—he is really almost out of 
the race—he cannot success- 
fully compete with modern 
machinery. With the Im- 
proved-Robbins he has all 
the advantages of hand-plant- 
ing with none of its disad- 
vantages. Dr. W. I. Cham- 
berlain says, in the Ohzo 
farmer: ‘It is hand-drop- 
ping, spaced with unerring = 
accuracy by machinery.” ; Fig. 68 


_“ THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING.” 


NEW JERSEY. 


Sold Fourteen—All Very Much Pleased. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. Freehold, N. J. 
Gentlemen :—I have SOLD FOURTEEN of your Improved-Robbins Potato Planters this 
season to some of the best farmers in thissection, and they are ALL VERY MUCH PLEASED 
with the work it does. They say the manner of making the furrow and putting in the phos- 
phate isfar superior to anything they have ever seen. I predict a nice trade on them in 
this section next season. Yours respectfully, R. T. FORMAN. 


Excellent Satisfaction. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. ‘Trenton, N. J. 
Gentleman :—I take pleasure in saying I have now used the Robbins Potato Planter for 
three continuous seasons with the greatest satisfaction. I have sold quite a large number, 
all given EXCELLENT SATISFACTION, farmers saying they have never before had their 
potatoes planted to suit them so well. , Yours respectfully, JOHN D. RUE 


An Economical Planter. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. Freehold, N. J. 
Gentlemen :—Hayving used one of the Improved-Robbins Potato Planters the past season, 
I wish to say that it is the most complete and economical Potato Planter that there is on the 
market. It has a great advantage over others in the saving of seed. It must reeommend 
itself to every one who tries it. Yours respectiully, D. D. DENISE, 
Ex-President New Jersey State Agricultural Society. 


Ideal Way of Planting Potatoes. 

BATEMAN MFG. CO. Mullica Hill, N. J. 

Gentle :—For some years I have used a planter largely advertised and which gave 
me a limited degree of satisfaction until the Improved-Robbins made its appearance. The 
opening plow ot the Robbins throws out a loose furrow, and does not pack the soil in the 
least. It places my fertilizer in the bottom of the furrow, before the dirt rolls in, at least 
seven or eight inches wide, and then I plant just below this—my ideal way of planting pota- 
toes, which I could never do by hand or by machinery. The fertilizer drill is ‘‘ immense,” 
and beats anything I have ever seen for putting out fertilizer. The covering discs are superior 
to anything leversaw. By this mode of covering the Planter is made very valuable for mak- 


ing up rows for cabbage, sweet potatoes, beets, etc. 
A Yours truly, WARREN ATKINSON, 


Sold Eighteen the Present Season. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. Moorestown, N. J. 
Gentlemen :—We are pleased to state that we have, during the PRESENT SEASON (’96), 
SOLD 18 of your Improved-Robbins Potato Planters. and all have given excellent satisfac- 
tion. Furthermore, we wish to say that in selling these Planters we have not found it neces- 
sary in a single instance to give any assistance in starting them; the farmers have set them 
in operation themselves. We unqualifiedly commend these machines. 
Yours truly, - J. &. COLLINS & SON. 


,Betier Resulis Than Hand-Planting 
BATEMAN M¥G. CO. Robbinsville, N. J. 
Dear Sirs:—I am more than pleased with the Robbins-Potato Planter, and find it a perfect 
iece of machinery, doing all you claim for it. My potatoes come up more regularly and 
betes than PLANTED BY HAND, and I can recommend your Planter to anyone needing a 
potato planter. Yours respectfully, WILLIAM H. WHITE. 
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Best Stand in Years. 
MR. R. T. FORMAN. Marlboro, N. J. 
Dear Sir :—I look over my forty acres of potatoes with greatest satisfaction, as I have the 
best stand in years, which I attribute to your Improved-Robbins Planter with its excellent 
arrangement for overlooking the distribution of the seed. - 
Very respectfully, L. F. S. SCHANK. 


Other Makes No Comparison. 

MR. J. S. ROBBINS. Cream Ridge, N. J. 

Dear Sir :—I am the owner of an Improved-Robbins Potato Planter, having purchased it 
this spring and paid for it by hiring it out, and as far as I know the Planter is as good as new 
yet. When I decided to purchase a planter I did not know whether to buy an — or 
Robbins, but am only too glad I decided as I did, and I can most cheerfully advise all fellow- 
farmers to do the same, as I think any OTHER MAKES NO COMPARISON to the Robbins, as 
it seems to know just what and how to do its duty, and will teach the men and horses how to 
do theirs. And in conclusion will say that from all the eleven different men who had my 
planter, I have heard nothing but expressions of the most complete satisfaction as regards 
its capabilities. Iam truly yours, R. T. WOODWARD. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


“ Is By Far the Best We Have Sold. 

BATEMAN MFG. CO. Avondale, Pa. 
_ Gentlemen :—The Improved-Robbins Potato Planter is by far the best we have sold. 
Every man we sold to last season is well pleased with the purchase. One tells us that the 
seed alone he saved by its use over one formerly used by him mucb more than paid the inter- 
est on the planter. We think our sales will more than double this season. We sold six last 
season, and could have sold more if we could have gotten them in time. 

Very truly yours, COOPER & PUSEY. 


Met Expectations Fully in Every Particular. 


W. H. ZEARING, Esq. Shiremanstown, Pa. 
Dear Sir :—After a careful test of the Improved-Robbins Potato Planter, in putting in my 
crop last season, I take pleasure in saying that it MET MY EXPECTATIONS FULLY IN 
EVERY PARTICULAR. The distribution of the seed, as well as the fertilizer is perfect ; 
no misses,and every piece deposited at equal depth. I have been looking for a potato 
planter, but until I tried the ‘‘ Robbins,’’ I preferred hand-dropping. Now, however, my 
potatoes are put in far more regularly than was ever done by hand on my place. I find it 
very useful in preparing rows for beets, sweet potatoes, etc. In fact, it is the most satisfac- 
tory implement in all respects ever introduced on my farm. 
Yours very truly, D. R. MERKEL. 


Universal Satisfaction. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. Tullytown, Pa. 
Gentlemen :—Having sold your Potato Planters during the season of 1899, can gladly say 
that they have given universal satisfaction wherever I sold, doing the work very nicely 
and to the entire satisfaction of the purchaser. 
Yours very respectfully, JOSHUA H, COOPER. 


I Am Greatly Pleased With Its Work Throughout. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. Tullytown, Pa. 
Gentlemen :—The Potato Planter which I bought of your agent; J. H. Cooper, has given 
me excellent satisfaction, both in dropping the seed and distributing the fertilizer. Iam 
greatly pleased with its work throughout. 
Yours truly, J. H. STACKHOUSE, Je. 
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i Had No Idea That It Would Do Such Work. 


BATEMAN MFG. CO. Lewisburg, Pa. 
Gentlemen :—I am very much pleased with your Improved-Robbins Potato Planter. 
Such work as it does cannot be done by hand. When [ ordered the machine I had no idea 
that it would do such work ; it does it much better than I looked for. Would not do without 
one for three times its cost. Yours respectfully, FRANK B. RINE. 
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Gives Good Satisfaction. 

BATEMAN MFG. CO. Rockport, Pa. 
Gentlemen :—The Planter gives good satisfaction ; would not sell it for many times what 

I paid for it, if I could possibly get no other. I remain, 


Yours truly, JAMES B. ADAMS. 
OHIO. 
I Was Never Better Pleased With Any Purchase Ever Made. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. Berea, Ohio. 


Gentlemen :—Having purchased an Improved-Robbins Planter of your agent, Mr. H. J. 
Faudel, Independence, O., two years ago, I wish to state that I was never better pleased with 
any purchase I ever made. It isall and more than you claimed. It is simple, light of draft, 
durable, easily operated and not liable to get out of order. The distributing of the fertilizer 
is the best I have ever seen on any planter. The whole machine is perfectly adjustable ; 
the depth of planting and manner of covering, being able to coverlinch deep orl10. I have 
planted about 50 acres this season, alone, for myself and neighbors, using all kinds and 
shapes of seeds on all conditions of soil, my team of 1,000 pound horses handling it with 
ease. Seeing my planter at work sold two more in this section this year. 

In the two seasons that I have used it, I have not paid out one cent for repairs, and the 
Planter is in as good condition to-day as the day I bought it, except the natural wear, which 
is almost nothing. Any one wishing a planter will do no better than to buy a “‘ Robbins ” 

This testimonial is entirely unsolicited. The Mfg. Co. not even writing to know how I 
liked it. Respectfully yours, R. J. GROSS. 


Just the One I Have Been Wanting. 

BATEMAN MFG, CO. Cheshire, Ohio. 

Dear Sirs:—Your Planter is JUST THE ONE I HAVE BEEN WANTING for years. It 
leaves loose earth under the seed, skips no hills, and does not bruise the seed in planting. 
In these respects it has no equal so faras[ know. Its work is much superior to hand-planting 
as the seed is left in a straight line, and at an even depth. All inall, your machine seems to 
be a great success, and you can count on orders from this section next year, as all like the 
work done. Respectfully, ALVA AGEE. 


Hired Out In Other Townships. 

BATEMAN MFG. CO. Tuscarawas, Ohio. 

Gentlemen :—The two Planters sold are giving good satisfaction, and I am satisfied another 
season will bring many orders for your Planter. People are paying seventy-five cents per 
acre for use of the Improved-Robbins when they can get an ————— for thirty-five cents. 
I want the agency for another season, and I will work it up thoroughly, too. The Planters 
are being hired out even in other townships than those they were sold in. 

Respectfully, E. McCMURRAY. 
Present address, Huntington, Ind. Box D, Route 6. 


Almost Absolute Perfection. 


W. I. Chamberlain says in Ohio Farmer : “In ordering the machine, [insisted upon the 
right to test the yield side by side with the best hand-dropping and hand-covering; but 
after seeing the ALMOST ABSOLUTE PERFECTION of the furrowing, phosphate spreading 
and mixing, and especially of the covering by the large rotating steel discs, [do not think 
I shall do any hand-planting, even for:comparison. IT IS hand-dropping spaced with un- 
erring accuracy by machinery.” 
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Fifty Acres Planted Without a Cent for Repairs. 


BATEMAN MFG. CO. Waterville, Ohio. 
Gentlemen :—The Improved-Robbins Potato Planter received of you this Spring is a suc- 
cess in every respect. having planted over 50 acres of potatoes with it without a cent for 
repairs, and its work is perfect at all times. I think it is the best Planter I have ever used 
or seen work, and I have used two different makes and seen the work of another one, but 
much prefer the Improved-Robbins to any of them. 
Yours respectfully. W. G. FARNSWORTH, 


Beats Other Machines. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. New Philadelphia, Ohio. 
Dear Sirs :—The Planter has now planted thirty acres of potatoes this year, and twenty 
acres lust year and seemsas good as new. All who have used it decide it beats the , and 
one man hired it to plant six acres who hasan He will use the no more and will. 
be most sure to order the Improyed-Robbins Planter next spring. 
Truly yours, G. L. TINKER, M. D, 


Worked Like a Charm. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. Thornville, Ohio. 
Gentlemen :—Enclosed you will find check for payment of the Potato Planter I bought 
of you, also freight bill as indicated. We finished planting potatoes yesterday, machine 
worked like a charm. It looks like and acts like a machine that a man can tie to: in fact, 
I can find no point about it to criticise. 
Very respectfully yours, JOHN L. ZOLLINGER, 


Planted Where the Corn Stubble Was Very Heavy and Long. 


BATEMAN MEG. CO. Painesville, Ohio. 
Gentlemen :—I wish to say that the potato planter that I bought of you did splendid work. 
Am very much pleased with it. I planted one field where the corn stubble was very heavy” 
and long (the yield of corn last year was one hundred bushels of shelled corn per acre), and 
expected considerable difficulty in planting it, but the machine did not get clogged once. 
In fact it does perfect work. In all I planted thirty-twoacres of potatoes, ten acres of which 
were for myself. For the balance I received $1.50 per acre. This paid big interest. If you 
ever make any improvement on the planter (if such a thing is possible), please let me know 
what itis. Very truly yours, H. M. MANCHESTER. 


Does Its Work Extra. z 
BATEMAN MEG. CO. Ada, Hardin Co., O. 
The Potato Planter isa perfect tool. It doesits work extra. I planted sixteen acres of” 
my own and all of my neighbors potatoes. 
Yours truly, MICHAEL LONG. 


NEW YORK. 


A Good Investment. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. ‘ De Ruyter, N. Y. 
Gentlemen :—The man who took the Potato Planter is very much pleased with it, and I 
think I will have a call for several next Spring. He made over $40.00 doing work for neigh-- 
bors at $1.25 per acre, they furnishing the boy to look after the feed, which works almost 
perfect. My Planter was in use almost every day through planting time. Iletit at 75 cents. 
per acre, and it earned me $30.00, so it is a pretty good investment. 
‘Yours truly, JOHN E. HINDS. 
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Was Awarded First Premium. 


BATEMAN MFG. CO. East Williston, L.I., N. Y. 
Gentlemen :—During the past season we have sold twenty-four of the _Improved-Robbins 
Potato Planters, and in EVERY CASE they have given ENTIRE SATISFACTION. Our 
customers seem to take great pleasure in talking them up—only the other day one came in 
and said that he had sold four of the machines for next season. He is not a dealer, only a 
satisfied farmer that appreciatesa GOOD MACHINE and wants his friendsto havethem. As 
a pea planter they work perfectly—and later in the season they are extensively used to make 
up cabbage rows, putting in fertilizer and hilling up in ONE OPERATION. Those trying to 
do the same work with the—planter being obliged to hillup with some sort of hiller requir- 
ing an extra team and man, after putting in the fertilizer with their planter. 
Very truly, F, L. OAKLEY. 


Yield was Larger than if Planted by Hand. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. Blauvelt, N. Y. 
Gentlemen :—The Improved-Robbins Potato Planter received from you last Spring is @ 
grand success, having planted all my crop of potatoes (25 acres) with it without any trouble 
at all, and am satisfied that the yield was larger than if they were planted by hand. 
a Yours respectfully, J. R. VAN WYCK. 


Must Sell When Its Merits are Known. 


BATEMAN MFG. CO. * Sheepshead Bay, Long Island, N. Y. 
Gentlemen :—I am entirely satisfied with the operation of the Improved-Robbins Potato 
Planter. and heartily endorse it in every way; it MUS! SELL WHEN ITS MERITS ARE 
KNOWN. I have planted 25 acres without a single part breaking and the potatoes are 
coming up splendid. You are at liberty to refer any interested person to me. 
Yours truly, HOLMES W. KOUWENHOVEN. 


The Certainty of the Safe Deposit of the Seed at Exact Distances 
More than Pays for the Extra Hand. 


MR. E. H. SHELDON, Ogdensburg, N. Y., 
Traveler for Bateman Mfg. Co. 

Dear Sir :—I have used the Robbins Potato Planter this season, and while I began its use 
somewhat under prejudice, because of the extra hand to be used, as I thought was useless, 
I must confess that I was wrong,—the certainty of the safe deposit of the seed at exact distances 
more than pays for the extra hand. Inthe use of the machine, one is soon convinced of 
its many good qualities. I am aware that the general public care but little for testimonials 
now, because so easily secured; and yet, they ought to have some significance. 

ANDREW TUCK. 


Is the Leading Machine. 


BATEMAN MFG. CO. Rockville Centre, L. I., N. Y. 
Gentlemen :—The Improved-Robbins Potato Planter introduced by you to the truck 
growers of Long Island Is THE LEADING MACHINE and lays over all other machines in 
this section. We have several different kinds on the Island, but they are “‘ not in it,” as the 
Improyed-Robbins takes them all in in many respects. Its superiority consists in its simple 
construction, light draft and good work, while the cost puts it within the reach of all potato 
growers. They can make no mistake in buying it, if they need a planter and seed drill com- 
bined, as it will save time and money on the farm in planting potatoes, peas, beans and corn, 
making up rows with fertilizer, for cabbage, corrots, etc. No potato growercan afford to be 
without it. Yours very truly, ARRENDER SMITH. 


Takes the Lead of Anything They Have Seen. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. é Hardy’s, N. Y. 
Dear Sirs :—The Planter has given the best of satisfaction. Every one who has seen it 
work thinks it TAKES THE LEAD OF ANYTHING THEY HAVE SEEN in the line of 
Planters. I could have planted away from home for parties who never would have one of: 
the other Planters, as they think it comes nearer to hand-planting than anything they have 
seen; if anything, it.is ahead of hand-planting. 
A Yours truly, CHAS. JENISON. 
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Raised a Fine Crop of Potatoes in Spite of Severe Drought. 


BATEMAN MFG. CO. Fishkill, N. Y. 
Gentlemen :—Last Spring I purchased of you an Improved-Robbins Potato Planter, the 
only one in this place. Some of my neighbors thought it would not plant potatoes deep 
enough inthe ground to stand dry weather. Aswe had the most severe drought I ever knew 
all the first part of the season, I thought I would wait until I had grown and harvested my 
rop before I had anything to say as to the result of my crop, and the working quality of the 
Planter. Now,I put in about six acres of potatoes with the planter and am well pleased 
with the working qualities of the machine, and have grown as fine a crop of potatoes as I 
ver raised. with the least labor. I consider any one planting only a few acres each year can 


soon save the price of the planter in the amount of labor saved. 
Respectfully yours, W. H. HAIGHT. 


CONNECTICUT. 


Paid for Itself this Year. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. Middletown, Conn. 
Gentlemen :—The Improved-Robbins Potato Planter bought through your agent, Messrs. 
Smith & Bishel, is all you claim for it. Not only does it do the work of five men, but does it 
better at the same time. It saves on the fertilizer and distributes it more evenly than you 
¢an possibly do it by hand. I would not do without it. I consider it has paid for itself this 
year. Yours very truly, W. J. BERRIE. 


Well Nigh a Perfect Machine. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. New Britain, Conn. 
The Planter we regard as well nigh a perfect machine. It is admirable, and any man 


planting any considerable amount, and on fair land, should have one. 
CONNECTICUT VALLEY ORCHARD CO. 


Paid for Itself and a Dividend in Addition. 


BATEMAN MFG. CO. South Britain, Conn. 
The Improyed-Robbins Potato Planter I bought of you last year did the work in one day 

that usually takes me six or seven days, and at the close of this season will not only have 

paid for itself but a dividend in addition. Yours truly, SAMUEL L. PIERCE. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Best Paying Implement on the Farm. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. Spencer, Mass. 
Gentlemen :—Have used your Planter two seasons and believe it one of the best paying 
implements on the farm, not even excepting the mowing machine. Can use it for many 


‘purposes other than planting potatoes. Yours respectfully, 
J. ELTON GREEN, 
Member Massachusetts State Board of Agriculture. 


A Valuable Machine to Have on the Farm. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. Amherst, Mass. 
Gentlemen :—I take pleasure in reporting the thoroughly good work done by the Im- 
proved-Robbins Potato Planter on the College Farm lastseason. The points of merit noted 
were regularity and certainty, both in planting the seed and distributing the fertilizer. 
When the plants came up no skips were seen. The machine is simple in construction, light 
in draft and easily adjusted. I consider it a valuable machine to have on the farm. 
Yours truly, 
E. A. JONES, Superintendent, 
Farm Department, Massachusetts Agricultural College. 


t 
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MAINE. 


No Forks or Pickers. 

BATEMAN MFG. CO. Houlton, Me. 

Gentlemen :—The Improved-Robbins Potato Planters purchased of you this season have 
all been placed in the hands of our very best farmers, and are giving the best of satisfaction. 
In one particular instance I put a Robbins Planter in the field of a farmer who was using an 
, and he liked the working of it so much better than the , that he sold it and 
bought the Robbins. The Improyed-Robbins is very simple in construction, light in draft 
and easy in operation. The fertilizer attachment is perfect in its operation; it distributes 
fertilizer evenly, and thoroughly mixes it with the svil before it comes in contact with the 
seed, and I believe it to be away ahead of anything yet introduced for distributing fertilizer. 
The seed dropper attachment is simply perfection. NO FORKS OR PICKERS to stick in 
the seed, and nothing to break or damage the seed, no doubles, and no misses, and plants. 
more evenly than it possibly can be done by hand. The furrowing and covering attachment. 
is also perfection, and leads them all. The Robbins in this section is sure to be a winner, 
and I am confident that I can place one hundred or more machines for you next season in 
this section. Yours very truly, JOHN WATSON. 


Simple, Easy to Handle and Regulate. 

BATEMAN MFG. CO. Caribou, Me., 

Last Spring we purchased one of your Improved-Robbins Potato Planters and it has. 
given perfect satisfaction. We were especially pleased with the fertilizer attachment. 
These machines do the work more accurate than it is possible to do it by hand, and are so. 
simple and easy to handleand regulate. It may interest you to know that there are four of 
your planters in use within a mile of us. One of these farmers sold another make of planters. 
and bought a Robbins. Yours truly, ELDRIDGE C. PALMER. 


Perfectly Satisfactory. 
MR. JOHN WATSON, Houlton, Me. Sherman Station, Me. 
Dear Sir :—We used the Improved-Robbins Potato Planter which we bought of you last 
Spring to plant forty-three acres of potatoes, and it has proved itself perfectly satisfactory to- 
us. It makes no misses, and covers to any depth required. We consider it the best planter 
in use. ; Yours respectfully, BLAKE & MOWATT. 


Not a Miss in Twelve Acres. 
MR. JOHN WATSON, Houlton, Me. New Limerick, Me. 
Dear Sir :—I am very much pleased with the results obtained from the Improved-Robbins- 
Potato Planter purchased from you this Spring. I have used the Planter in years past, 
put think the Robbins Planter a great improvement over the I planted about twelve 
acres, and there is not a miss in the whole field. I also used it for planting my beans, and 


find that as a bean planter it is a great success. Yours very truly, 
CHRISTMAS WILLET. 


COLORADO. 


The Seed is Planted Evenly and in a Good Seed Bed. 
THE LEE-KINSEY IMP. CO. Berthoud, Colo. 
Gentlemen :—This is to certify that I purchased a Robbins-Improyed Potato Planter 
from your agents at this place, the C. M. Tilton Lumber and Coal Co., and the same has given 
me entire satisfaction in everyrespect. Itdoesall that is claimed forit by the manufacturers, 
and I am conyinced that it will save the price of itself in a very short time in the planting, 
there being absolutely no hills missed. There isnoother planter that I know of that does 
its work as well as the Robbins. The seed is planted evenly and in a good seed bed. 
Yours very truly, JAMES JANSEN. 


A Perfect Planter for the Business. 
THE LEE-KINSEY IMP. CO. 2 Minturn, Colo. 
Gentlemen :—We want to say that the Improved-Robbins Potato Planter bought of you 
last season isall that is claimed for it, a perfect machine for the business. Those who plant 
five acres or more in one season, will save price of the machine in laborsaved, straight rows, 


even depth and general satisfaction all around. Respectfully, 
W. H. NOTTINGHAM & CO. 
By E. V. Hurd. 
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Better Than Work of Any Other Planter or Even Hand-Planting. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. Denver, Colo. 
Gentlemen :—The planters purchased of you last year were sold the past season entirely 
upon their merits, and we are glad to report, at this writing, that they have given entire 
satisfaction, and payment has been made for all of them. The method by which this planter 
opens the furrow, drops the seed and covers it is perfect, far superior to that which can be 
accomplished by any other planter, or even by hand-planting. 
Yours very truly, LEE-KINSEY IMP. CO. 
By C. F. Reed. 


Raised Me a First-Class Crop of Potatoes, 
LEE-KINSEY IMP. CO., Denver, Colo. Greeley, Colo. 
Gentlemen :—The Improved-Robbins Potato Planter, bought of Messrs. F. E. Smith & Co., 
in the Spring of 1899, has given excellent satisfaction and raised mea first-class crop of 
potatoes. The little plow that runs ahead and opens up the ground instead of pushing it 
aside as the does, and then the covering discs coming along after and pressing the 
moist earth up to the potatoes, I consider a great advantage. The draught of it is easier 


than the , as the point of that noses through the ground instead of plowing. It ridges 
up better. Yours very truly, WILLIAM H. STIMELY. 
INDIANA. ¢ 
As Accurately as a Binder Will Bind Wheat. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. Warsaw, Ind. 


Gentlemen :—The Improved-Robbins Potato Planter is allright. I planted my potatoes 
with it, about twenty acres, and some of my neighbors used it and it gave complete satisfac- 
tion. My ground is somewhat stony in places. I would not want to do without it if I raised 
but five acres a year, for it puts a man at ease to know that he can rely on a machine that 
will plant his potatoes asaccurately asa binder will bind hiswheat. Two men will do it all, 
-and no hired help to pay and no boarding to do. 


Yours truly, JASPER GOSHERT. 

BATEMAN MFG. CO. Mooresville, Ind. 
Gentlemen :—The Improved-Robbins Potato Planter bought of your agent, G. A. Keeler, 

has given me entire satisfaction. - Yours truly, D. B. JOHNSON. 


Gave Entire Satisfaction. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. Westville, Ind. 
‘The Robbins Planters I sold for you last Spring gave entire satisfaction, and I think there 
-will be a chance to place some of the planters this coming season ; hence, I would like the 


-agency for this county. Yours truly, O. L. SMALL. 
MICHIGAN. ; 
Paid for Itself Twice in Planting Forty Acres. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. Van’s Harbor, Mich. 


Gentlemen:—When the Planter arrived last Spring by boat, they were short one part of 
the Planter, the part that covers or levels the ground behind the discs. Please ship us that 
piece, so we will be equipped for planting another year. 

The Planter works fine and paid for itself twice in planting forty acres this year. 

Yours respectfully, S. VAN WINKLE. 


A Most Excellent Record. 

BATEMAN MFG. CO. Hart, Mich. 
Gentlemen :—I bought two of your Improved-Robbins Potato Planters last year. I 
planted 223 acres of potatoes with them, averaging about seven acres per day to each 
planter. 1lcan truthfully say they are the best planters] eversaw. Have tried three other 
makes. I have followed rows for one-half mile through my field after they came up and not 
found one hill missing. All other planters I have used or seen missed about one in six hills. 
Parties contemplating buying a planter will make no mistake in buying one of these planters. 

Yours respectfully, E. A. NORET. 


14 


HERE AND THERE. 


Planted Perfectly and at One-Quarter the Cost of Hand-Planting. 


BATEMAN MFG. CO. Boardman, Fla. 

In answer to yours of the 15th, the Improved-Robbins Potato Planter bought from you 
worked all right, and enabled us to get the crop planted more promptly at quite a saving of 
team and labor. Land prepared thoroughly with trash cut up or plowed in deeply can be 
planted perfectly and at one-quarter cost of hand planting. 

Yours respectfully, F. G. SAMPSON. 


Better Than Planting By Hand. 


BATEMAN MFG. CO. Norfolk, Va. 
Gentlemen :—lam very much pleased with the Improved-Robbins Potato Planter and 
would‘not be without one. It does the work more perfectly than it can be done by hand. 
Yours very respectfully, W. B. GASKINS. 


Insures a Perfect Stand. 
THE BERLIN LUMBER CO. Newark, Md. 
The potato planter which I bought of you, made by the Bateman Mfg. Co., is a complete 
success, and on planting sixty acres saved memore money than the planter cost. If I could 
not get another machine like it, $500 would not buy it. In planting a late crop of potatoes, 
when ;the land is usually dry, it puts the potato in moist soil and insures a perfect stand, 
which I never had, before using the planter. Yours truly, G. B. JONES. 


No Weak* Points. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. : Springfield, Ill. 
We purchased one of your Improved-Robbins Potato Planters in the Spring of 98. We 
have found it avery satisfactory tool; in fact, we would deem ourselves damaged at least 
$300 if for any reason we were deprived of the use of it during our potato planting season. 
During the past two seasons that we have used the planter, it has shown no weak points. 
Yours truly, W. J. &L. D. SPAULDING. 


A Truly Wonderful Machine. r 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. 4 Jefferson, Wis., 
<4) My potato crop of 1900, planted with your celebrated Improved-Robbins Potato Planter, 
is turning out the best I ever raised. It is a truly wonderful machine, and yet so simple. 
No potato grower should attempt to do without it. I finishedsmy planting on July 3d, and 
my potatoes are fine.Q| Yours truly, OLIVER D. P. CHAPIN. 


The Best is the Cheapest. 
BATEMAN MFG. CO. Philadelphia, Tenn. 

Gentlemen :—If one EVER had to buy another Potato Planter when his first was an Im- 
proved-Robbins, I hardly think he would take the trouble to inquire if there was another 
make, unless he wanted something “ cheap.” 

I am sure that the adage that “‘the best is the cheapest,” is especially applicable to 
potato planters, for when the season arrives for planting early potatoes, no time can be 
wasted with a cheap or inferior machine that will not save labor, time and repairs. 

The Robbins, opening the row, mixing the fertilizer. dropping the potato at any desired 
depth, covering the seed as deeply as conditions may call for, and working succeeding rows 
any required width, all with two men, planting at the rate of four to six acres per day, at 
little or no cost for repairs, meets all the requirements for a first-class potato planter. 

ours very truly, He is LENOIR. 
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Satisfaction in Every Respect. 


BATEMAN MFG. CO. Alderson, W. Va.. 

It gives me pleasure to state that the Improved-Robbins Potato Planter with fertilizer 
attachment purchased from you last Spring has given satisfaction in every respect. Not only 
is there a large amount of time and labor saved over hand work, but the results are more 
uniformly satisfactory by using the machine. 

Yours very truly, JOHN RAPELJE.. 


What They Say at an Experiment Station, 


BATEMAN MFG. CO. St. Anthony’s Park, Minn. 
Dear Sirs :—Your Improved-Robbins Potato Planter has given perfect satisfaction. Like 
all implements that we have had from you, it is made of the best material, and is put. 
together in a thoroughly workmanlike manner. Perhaps I cannot endorse it more highly 
than to say that we have this year used it for planting fifty or more varieties of potatoes in 
our experimental plots, where we require the best work. Iknow it hasin this instance done 
the work of planting in a very short time, and better than our most skillful workman would 
have done it. It plants and covers perfectly as fast as the team walks. 
Very truly, SAMUEL B. GREEN, 
Professor of Horticulture. 


A: Great Time and Labor Saver. 


BATEMAN MFG. CO. Sarnia, Ont. 
Gentlemen :—I purchased one of your Improved-Robbins Potato Planters last May, and 
the machine does its work well. It will plant five or six acres per day, and it does better 
work than can be done by hand. I would advise any person that is growing a few acres of 
potatoes to purchase one of these machines, as they are a great time and labor saver. 
Respectfully, G. L. BROUGHTON. 


A Success all the Way Through and will Work Anywhere that 


Potatoes Will Grow. 


BATEMAN MFG. CO. Jonesboro, -Ind. 
Gentlemen :—Last Spring we purchased of you an Improved-Robbins Potato Planter, 
which we used in planting our crop of thirty-five acres, which gave perfect satisfaction im 
every particular. Several of my neighbors used it, and in all it planted ninety-five acres, 
and everyone that was connected in any way with its use, praised it very highly. We pur- 
chased this Planter after a very careful examination of the many different machines exhib- 
ited at the Indiana State Fair in 1899. The manner in which the seed is handled, which per- 
mits of no damage whatever by puncture or otherwise, in placing seed in distributing wheel ; 
the straightness in the row also, which varies no more than a line after being stretched, per- 
mits the use of the Riding Cultivator in a much more satisfactory manner than when the 
seed is permitted to fall first to one side and then to the other side of the furrow. The Fer- 
tilizer Distributor, I am sure, is equaled nowhere on any machine made. I think the cover- 
ing dises, also, with their perfect adjustment for covering either deep or shallow, is far ahead 
of anything I have ever seen. Taking all points favorable and unfavorable in consideration, 
between the Improved-Robbins and the the several other makes of Potato Planters which I 
have examined and seen tested, am prepared to say to all Potato Growers, that the 
Improved-Robbins Potato Planter is a success all the way through, and will work anywhere 


that potatoes will grow. 
Yours very truly, JAMES M. GILLESPIE. 


Besides the Testimonials given above, our letter file is filled with Letters of Strong Commendation 
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South Plymouth, N. Y, 


